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	Theme:  Civics
Fundamental Questions:
· How do individuals, groups and nations interact with the global community?  

· How do people develop, influence and interact with systems of governance and exercise civic decision-making?
· How do individuals and groups interact with economic institutions?

	Global Literacy

How do individuals, groups and nations impact and interact with the global community?


	Civic Literacy

Why and how do people establish, influence and interact with systems of governance?


	Economic Literacy
How do the decisions of individual citizens, groups and elected officials influence economic institutions?

	Time, continuity & change

Individuals, groups, institutions, systems & interactions

Global connections

Competition and interdependence

Conflict & cooperation

Diversity

Contributions

Freedom, justice & equality
	Power, authority & governance

Ethics

Civic ideals & practices

Freedom, justice & equality

Rights & responsibilities


	Production, distribution, & consumption of resources
Global connections

Contributions



	Focusing Questions 

How are governments created, structured, maintained, and changed globally? 

How do citizens (both individually and collectively) influence government policy?

 How do groups and institutions work to promote change and continuity for the common good? 
Why is it necessary for government institutions around the globe (world) to work together? (links to #12 too)

How do competing interests influence the way power is distributed and exercised?

Describe what happens when national and global interests or beliefs conflict.

How do different political systems accept diversity in religions, beliefs, and cultures?

How does one individual contribute to change?

Why should freedom, justice and equality be global values?
	Focusing Questions 

How is power gained, used, and justified? 

How do the structures and functions of government interrelate?
What are the rights and responsibilities of ethical citizens?

How do personal, civic and global ideals and practices differ?

How do governments balance freedom, justice and equality with the common good?

How are personal and  civic responsibilities and rights different throughout the world? 
	Focusing Questions 

How do economic systems best use resources for the needs of their citizens?
How do values and beliefs influence the production, distribution, and consumption of resources in different societies? 
How do political systems affect the decisions related to the production, distribution, consumption of  resources (economic decisions)?

How can your personal economic decisions have a global impact?

How do changing technologies contribute to economic success and environmental concerns?



	Critical Content:

Geography:

· Cultural ethics

· Scientific discoveries & technology

· Human environment interaction

· Natural Resources

· World in spatial terms (i.e. mapping skills)

History:

· Declaration of Independence

· Constitution & Bill of Rights

· Laws and policies (federal, state, local)

· Conflict, consensus, compromise

· Significant people and events

Political Science:

· Purpose of government

· Political systems (i.e. Communism, monarchy)

· Basic principals of democracy (freedom, justice, equality)

· Legislative process

· Interest groups


	Political Science (Continued):

· Political parties

· Federal, state & local government

· Powers of government

· Civic responsibility

· Federalism

· Common good

Economics:

· US economic development

· Economic factors influencing decisions in different political systems

· Economic systems (i.e. Command, Market & Mixed)

Behavioral Sciences:

· Individuals’ prior knowledge, motivation, capabilities, personal interests in response to events

· Individual rights and responsibilities 

· Decision making

· Conflict resolution
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